
        
 

  
 

SUMMARY OF KEY RECOMMENDATIONS OF ARTICLE 6 
 
Article 6 guidelines establish that effective tax and price policies reduce tobacco consumption, 
represent an important source of government revenue, are economically efficient, minimize 
health inequities, and should be protected from vested interests. 
 
 

●​ The guidelines recommend that countries: 
 

Implement the simplest, most efficient excise tax system to meet health 
and fiscal needs. Specific or mixed excise with the minimum specific floor 
is recommended over purely ad valorem systems. 
 
Make tobacco products less affordable over time, adjusting taxes regularly 
for inflation and income growth. 

 
Establish coherent long-term tax policies in order to achieve their health 
and fiscal objectives. 

 
Tax all tobacco products in comparable ways and ensure systems are 
designed to minimize incentives for users to shift to cheaper products. 

 
Design a tax administration system to collect taxes efficiently and 
effectively. 

 
Consider dedicating revenue to tobacco control programs. Tobacco taxes 
can provide a source of funding for tobacco control. 
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